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MEETING DATES
Next General Meeting
September 25, 2019
For our June 26, 2019 meeting,
please make your reservation for
lunch NO LATER than
June 23, 2019. If your
reservation is not made by this
date, lunch may not be available.

MEETING LOCATION
San Juan Hills Golf Club
32120 San Juan Creek Road
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675

NEWSLETTER
EDITION
VOLUME 51, ISSUE 6

LNRWF GENERAL MEETING
Date: Wednesday, June 26, 2019
Cost: $27.00 Member
$30.00 Guest
Time: 11:30 to 1:00

What’s Going On In Our Schools: Kindergarten to College
Our state faces a variety of unique problems, most importantly
California government has decided that the educational framework
needs to include Comprehensive Sexuality Education and Gender
Identity for all grade levels, including kindergarten (without an option
as a parent to opt-out their child). In our state - both in and outside
the university - there is war: on rationality, on civilized discourse, on
human decency.
As a result, our college students are attacked for saying what they
believe. Trigger warnings, micro-aggressions, the suppression of free
speech, and other illogical ideas born on campuses are proliferating
and spreading out into the real world. Today’s campus snowflake is
tomorrow’s teacher, judge, or elected official. No matter where you
live or what you do, if you don’t think the way they do, they will
attempt to silence and punish you by any means necessary.
Our speakers Kimo Gandall - Chairman of the California College
Republicans, Spencer Finkbeiner - Recipient of LNFWR’s 2019
Scholarship and Recruitment Director of the Orange Coast College
Republicans, Paloma Chacon - Chairman of Saddleback College
Republicans, and Gracey Van Der Mark - works with Informed Parents
of California (IPOC) will have you on the edge of your seat as you hear
what it’s really like in our schools.

LNRWF Board Meeting
September 2, 2019
CFRW Board of Directors
Meeting
TBD
Looking Forward to Seeing You, Jennifer Sterling - VP Programs

President’s Message:
I want to thank the members who attended our May 22
Membership luncheon at San Juan Hills Golf Club. We broke a
membership event record by having 78 attendees! Thank you to
all the guests and members who joined or renewed with our
club. We welcome your future involvement. And, thank you
Nancy Meade-Cotton, for doing such a wonderful job organizing
this event.
Our next compelling luncheon meeting will be on June 26,
2019. It is our last luncheon before summer break (we do not
meet in July and August). So, we hope to see you there!
Meanwhile, join us at our 2019 LNRWF Scholarship Fundraiser
Wine Tasting and Silent Auction on Sunday, June 23, 2019.
Please go to lnrwf.com to buy tickets and to learn more about
becoming a sponsor for this event. Lori Kenney, VP Ways and
Means Chair, has devoted countless hours to make
this fundraiser a success. For those of you that met and listened
to our four scholarship recipients at the May 22 luncheon,
please know it is the funds we raise at this annual fundraiser
event that support these extraordinary individuals.
Please save the dates August 16 thru August 18 to assist and
participate at our club’s Voter Registration Booth at the Laguna
Niguel 30th Anniversary Carnival at 23480 El Lazo (near La Paz
and Avila Roads), Laguna Niguel. The dates and hours are:
Friday, August 16, set up-2-3:30PM, 4-9PM booth hours
Saturday, August 17, set up-9-10:30AM, 11AM-9PM booth hours
Sunday, August 18, set up-10-11:30AM, 12-9PM booth hours
If you can volunteer only a few hours on any day listed above,
we would greatly appreciate it. You do not have to stay for the
entire shift. Bottled water and snacks will be provided. Our
Board and I consider this a great opportunity to expose our
residents to the LNRWF mission and our mutual goals, and that
we, as Republicans, need their votes. If you can donate some
time for this important club activity, please contact me
at sjastrella@gmail.com or Nancy Meade-Cotton
at girlgardening@cox.net. Thanks to Nancy Meade-Cotton and
Debbie Flowers, our club will also have a LNRWF booth at
the Laguna Niguel Chamber Pancake Breakfast at Crown Valley
Park by the YMCA on Thursday, July 4 - 7:30-10:30 AM.
This is our last newsletter until September. During the summer
break, your 2019 Board members will be working behind the
scenes supporting Republican goals and planning fall events.
You will continue to receive LNRWF emails regarding important
events, issues and articles. Please continue to email to me
any relevant info/events that you might think our members
would be interested in. Be sure to check out our Facebook page
for updates.
As always, thank you for your support, your time, your
generosity and friendship.

Sherry Astrella

FEDERATION WEBSITES
Each level of the Federation has a website with a
wealth of information. Access to some areas of
the CFRW, Southern Division and County
websites requires a password. See below on how
to obtain one.
NFRW website: www.nfrw.org
User Name: federation Password: nfrw1938
CFRW - www.cfrw.org
Southern Divisionwww.cfrwsoutherndivision.org and Orange
County - www.ocfrw.org
Websites require a password.
-Your User Name will be your e-mail address.
-Once you set up your password, it will be the
same for all three sites.
-To request a password for
cfrwsoutherndivision.org,
click Members Only.
-In the drop-down box, click Request a Password.
-Complete all the required information and click
Send Message.
-You will receive a response via e-mail within a
couple of minutes.
-If you have trouble, please make sure your
membership is current and that you enter your
name as it appears on your Membership Form.
-For further assistance, please contact, Lois
Godfrey, Web Manager, itslois@earthlink.net
or (714) 773-5552.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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Sherry Astrella - 949.292.7487
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Recording Secretary
Michelle Leonhart - 949.558.5040

Corresponding Secretary
Wendy Zueck - 949.690-8183

Membership Secretary
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GET YOUR TICKETS NOW FOR THE LNRWF
SALT CREEK WINE TASTING FUNDRAISER
Our annual wine tasting scholarship fundraiser is set
for Sunday, June 23, 2019 from 4:00PM-6:00PM at the
Salt Creek Wine Company.
Ticket prices are $39. They are available online
at LNRWF.org. We accept cash, checks and credit cards.
There will be a charcuterie, appetizers, dessert and
gourmet coffee bar...and of course, wine.
The invitations have been sent out, along with our
underwriter letter highlighting our sponsorship levels. We
still have sponsorships available starting at $100, which
include the price of one ticket with proceeds going directly
to the scholarship fund. We realize that not everyone can
afford the $100 sponsorship, but it would be a tremendous
help if you would reach out to one of your favorite
businesses for a donation.
IT’S NOT TOO LATE - WE ARE STILL ACCEPTING
DONATIONS! GIFT CARDS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!
A HUGE thank you and hug to those of you who have
already stepped up and donated and/or offered their
assistance. No donation is too small.
To date, our silent auction includes a beautiful handmade
patriotic quilt, one-year membership at On-Target Shooting
Range and Handgun Class for Two, one-month unlimited
classes at Club Pilates, Fine Jewelry from David Weiss, two
In-Home Wine Tasting events, a gift card basket, a
foursome golf package at Coto de Caza Golf Club, a
MeatHead Garage Organizer service and dinner/movie
night basket, just to name a few. We will also have a raffle
for our smaller baskets.
This will be a fun evening with proceeds going directly
to our scholarship fund. As you know, our goal is to help
ease our young Republican students’ scholastic expenses.
They are our future leaders. Help us help them.
.

Questions, ideas and comments are always encouraged.
I ♥hearing from you! I can be reached at
lojeffkenney@gmail.com or text/call me at 949.874.4138.

Lori Kenney, VP Ways & Means

Treasurer’s Report
Submitted by Debbie Flowers, Treasurer
The bank balance as of June 3, 2018 is $6,293.50.
VP Membership Report: Nancy Meade-Cotton
Dear Members –
June will be our last meeting before our two-month
summer break. Luncheons will resume in
September. This month I am instituting a new
program called “Take Two”. I want every member to
take two LNRWF membership packets and find two
people to share them with this summer. Potential
members are all around you! Once you start to think
about it, you will be amazed at the opportunities
presented before you for new members: maybe
your next-door neighbor who supports President
Trump; how about the person next to you at your
yoga class you talk to every week? During your
conversation, ask them what matters to them. Then
be prepared to listen. Please contact me, and I will
drop off some membership packets for you.
If you have not renewed your membership for 2019,
please do so before June 15. We need as many
members as possible to renew or join our club for
reporting purposes to the NFRW. As of the end of
May, our membership reports 106 members. If
every member brings in a new member we will
exceed 200 members! We are also eager to give free
memberships to college Republican women for the
four years they are attending college. Do you know
a young Republican woman? Please contact me and
we can discuss this great offer.
Do you know when preparation for the 2020
elections begin? You may be surprised to know that
it is right now. Yes, now is the time for all
Republicans to get ready to re-elect President
Trump and take back California. Over the summer,
LNRWF will be participating in the Laguna Niguel 4th
of July Pancake Breakfast, the Laguna Niguel 30th
Anniversary Carnival and other local events. Please
check your LNRWF emails this summer so you can
join us in voter registration drives, circulate union
dues rebate petitions and talking about the issues.
Participation is the antidote to feeling hopeless and
creating positive change.
Have a great summer and we hope to see you at an
event soon!

CAPITAL UPDATE: Allison Olson, CFRW Advocate
Bad Bills Edition
The end of this month, May 31st, is the deadline for bills to pass out of their house of origin. So, both houses are in the
middle of a flurry of floor sessions to get bills passed. Below, please note a number of bad bills that have advanced.
AB 362 (Eggman, D): The "safe injection site" bill is back at it. It has cleared the Assembly and is awaiting committee
assignment in the Senate. As you will recall from last legislative session, the bill would establish a 6-year pilot program
in San Francisco where addicts could inject themselves with illegal drugs under clinical supervision. This is one of
those "only in CA" bills. It was vetoed last September by Governor Brown, but our current Governor might have a
different view since he hails from SF. This was a foolish bill the first two times Assemblywoman Eggman tried, and it is
just as foolish now.
AB 1505 (O'Donnell, D): This bill is a direct attack on our California charter schools. AB 1505 aims to end the ability of
charter school supporters to appeal the denial of their application to form one or more charter schools. The powerful
public teachers' unions are behind this devious measure, fearing ANY competition to their ever inefficient and
incompetent public schools. This bill was passed in a package of bills aimed to "regulate" charter schools in our state.
SB 347 (Monning, D): In the legislature's war on sugar, SB 347 would mandate all beverages containing 75 calories per
12 ounces have a "health warning label." Look, if you don't know by now that too much sugar can lead to health
problems, we aren't sure a warning label will help that. But this restrictive bill would ban all drinks sold in our state
that do not contain the label- including all soda, tea, and sports drinks that do not comply. Additionally, businesses
that have vending machines must place the label on the machine itself. Those in non-compliance will be fined
between $50-$500 for each infraction, which would be placed in a "Sugar Warning Health Fund" with the monies
used to enforce the bill. If this sounds like big, nanny-state government, that's because it is!
Then there are a number of bills that will be heard in the house of origin in a floor vote in the upcoming week. On
these bills, please call your Assembly member or Senator and let them know we OPPOSE the following:
AB 392 (Weber, D): This police "use of force" bill has been toned down quite a bit, enough that statewide law
enforcement groups have gone from "opposed" to "neutral". The bill still contains the change of the "use of deadly
force" from "reasonable" to "necessary", but it does not define "necessary" within the law. Instead it expands the
language around the scope of an investigation into the use of deadly force. The ACLU claims this bill will "save lives",
but we fear it will actually put the lives of our law enforcement officers and our communities in danger. Police should
not have to second guess their actions when keeping us and themselves safe. Ask your Assembly member to vote NO
on AB 392.
AB 1506 (McCarty, D): The companion bill to AB 1505, this bill would cap the number of charter schools in California
to what it stands as come 2020. The only way a new charter school could apply would be if another closes in the same
district. The power of the teachers' unions strikes again. In districts where public school enrollment is stagnant or
declining, many charter schools are thriving. This drives the unions crazy because they aren't getting the level of
funding they are accustomed to misusing. Tell your Assembly member to vote NO on AB 1506. Our charter schools
should not be unfairly targeted!
SB 756 (Durazo, D): In another attack against our charter schools, SB 756 would put a moratorium on the
establishment of any charter school in the state until the legislature can "evaluate" existing charter schools and their
regulations until 2022. Again, this is a push by the unions under the guise of "safety standards." Public schools should
be held to the same level of scrutiny they claim they have to adhere to as they are pushing on charter schools. Our
public schools need a massive overhaul, but while the unions maintain the power they do in Sacramento, instead
charter schools will be besieged for being successful competition to public school educations. Ask your Senator to
vote NO on SB 756!
Disclaimer: The Capitol Update is an activity of the CFRW Advocate's Office. The update is for information only. CFRW official positions on
legislation are stated immediately preceding the stated legislation or immediately following the stated legislation in this report.

View this article online: https://www.cfrw.org/article_669.htm

LNRWF MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
Maria Elena Banks

MAY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
CONGRATULATIONS
SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS
Spencer Finkbeiner
Adam Bell
Gavin Diem
Keila Astono

Maria Elena’s life journey has been an
interesting one. Her maiden name is Maria
Elena de Santa Anna. She is the great-greatgranddaughter of Antonio López de Santa
Anna, a Mexican politician and general who
was president of Mexico eleven nonconsecutive times over a turbulent period of
22 years. He is also known as the “Napoleon
of the West.” Her great-grandfather was
married to the Countess of Albuquerque.
With all this history and diplomacy in her
background, politics comes to her naturally.
Maria Elena Banks was born in Venezuela to
her American-born father and Venezuelan
mother. Her father served in the U.S. Army,
but died in a plane crash when Maria Elena
was eight years old. Her mother remarried
and moved to the United States.
Maria Elena has been a realtor since 1976.
When her stepfather told her that she had
way too much energy and personality to be
an accountant, she then went back to
school and received her real estate degree.
Convinced that home
ownership strengthens both families and
communities and keenly aware of the ways
in which political decisions affect
purchasing ability and property rights,
Maria Elena focused a portion of her energy
on the political arena, serving on the Board
of REALTORS® Political Action
Committee (BORPAC). She also became the
liaison for the California Association of
REALTORS for state
Senator/Congresswoman Mimi Walters
and Assemblywoman Diane Harkey. Maria
Elena became very acquainted with the way
our government works.
Maria Elena was LNRWF 2018 1st Vice
President. She presently serves as our
Chaplain and Anthem singer.

May Speakers and
Guests
Sergeant Major Juan
Hidalgo, Jr., Cynthia
Martinez, Camp
Pendleton Marines, and
our own Joyce Joseph.

LNRWF MEMBERS AT
COMMUNITY EVENTS
Carol Allen, Elaine Gennawey, Mary
Smith, and Michele Leonhart at the
American Legion Fundraiser

Nancy Meade Cotton at
Newt Gingrich’s book signing
in Newport Beach.

MEMBERSHIP FORM 2019
Laguna Niguel Republican Women Federation
Make checks payable to LNRWF and mail to: LNRWF, P.O. Box 6532, Laguna Niguel, CA 92607
Membership dues and renewals are due January 1 and delinquent on March 31.
Regular Member: New or Renewal
Associate Member:
Patron Member:

$30.00 (Republican women with voting rights in this chapter)

$35.00 (Members of other chapters and Republican men)
$75.00 (Republican women, men or businesses wishing to request special status)

Member Information:
Name: ________________________________Address:
City:

State:

(Optional) Month and Day of Birth

Zip Code:

Cell Phone:

for special events and recognition only (optional)

/

Credit Card Information:
Name on Card:
Exp. Date:

Credit Card No:
CVV:

Billing Zip Code:

Signature:

MEETING RESERVATION FORM FOR JUNE 26, 2019
Laguna Niguel Republican Women Federation
Member $27.00

Guests $30.00

Yes, I / we shall attend: Number of paid Members

Number of Guests __________

Please print Member Name(s)

________________________

Please print Guest Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________
Please make checks payable to LNRWF
LNRWF, Attention: Marcia DeLa Torre, P.O. Box 6532, Laguna Niguel, CA 92607
You can also register and pay on-line at www.lnrwf.org or call Marcia DeLa Torre at (949) 466-4775

Reservation Deadline: June 23, 2019
Reservation Policy:
Your reservation is secured with a check or credit card payment. Checks must be received before or on
the reservation deadline. If you call or e-mail to make a reservation and say that you will pay at the door
and you and/or your guest(s) do not attend, you will be asked to pay for the entire amount. All “pay at the
door” reservations are considered late. Any last-minute walk-ins must be checked in with payment by
11:00 a.m. to be included for lunch.
The late registration/walk-in fee is $30.00.

PRESIDENT - DONALD J. TRUMP (R)
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington, D.C. 20500
(202) 456-1414
Comment line: (202) 456-1111
U.S. SENATE - DIANE FEINSTEIN (D)
331 Hart Senate Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-3841, (202) 228-3954 Fax
U.S. SENATE - KAMALA HARRIS (D)
112 Hart Senate Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-3553, (202) 224-0545 Fax
U.S. CONGRESS - KATIE PORTER
(D 45th)
236 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-5611, (202) 225-9177 Fax
3333 Michelson Drive, Suite 230
Irvine, CA 92612
(949) 263-8703, (949) 263-8704 Fax
U.S. CONGRESS - MIKE LEVIN
(D 49th)
2347 Rayburn Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-3906, (202) 225-3303 Fax
1800 Thibodo Road, Suite 310
Vista, CA 92081
33282 Golden Lantern #102
Dana Point, CA 92629
(949) 281-2449
(760) 599-5000, (760) 599-1178 Fax
U.S. CONGRESS - HARLEY ROUDA
(D 48th)
2300 Rayburn Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-2415, (202) 225-0145 Fax
101 Main Street, Suite 38
Huntington Beach, CA 92648
(714) 960-6483, (714) 960-7806 Fax

GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM (D)
Building, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 445-2841, (916) 558-3160 Fax

STATE ASSEMBLY - WILLIAM P.
BROUGH (R 73rd District)
State Capitol, Room 2174 Sacramento,
CA 95814

291 3rd Street
Oakland, CA 9460719

State Capitol, PO Box 942849
Sacramento,
CA 94249
(916) 319-2073, (916) 319-2173 Fax

STATE SENATOR - PATRICIA C. BATES
(R 36th District)
State Capitol, Room 4048
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 651-4036, (916) 651-4936 Fax
Ruth Strachan - Office of Sen. Pat Bates
24031 El Toro Road #201A
Laguna Hills, CA 92653
(949) 598-5850
San Diego Office
169 Saxony Drive #103
Encinitas, CA 92024
(760) 642-0809
STATE ASSEMBLY - STEVEN CHOI
(R 68th District)
State Capitol, Room 2158
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 319-2068, (916) 319-2168 Fax
NFRW President - Jody Rushton
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF REPUBLICAN
WOMEN

124 North Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 549-0970, (909) 560-3223 cell

29122 Rancho Viejo Road #111
San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675
(949) 347-7301, (949) 347-7302 Fax
COUNTY SUPERVISOR - LISA BARTLETT
(R 5th District)
333 W. Santa Ana Blvd.
Santa Ana, CA 92701
(714) 834-3550, (714) 834-2670 Fax
lisa.bartlett@ocgov.com
ORANGE COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY
FRED WHITAKER, CHAIRMAN
1422 Edinger Ave., Suite 110
Tustin, CA 92780
(714) 453-0900, (714) 453-0999 Fax
OCFRW President Cynthia Thacker 714749-6585
Orange County Federation of
Republican Women
orangecountyfrw@cfrw.org
CFRW President - Nam Yong Horn
California Federation Republican
Women Advocacy Office
770 L Street, Suite 950
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916) 442-4084

Register to Vote - Absentee Ballots - Election
Questions Orange County Registrar of Voters
1300 South Grand Avenue, Building C Santa Ana, CA 92705
Telephone: 714.567.7600
Website: www.ocvote.com
Call the Registrar’s Office to register to vote or for
information on how to register voters!

Calendar of Upcoming LNRWF and
Local Republican Events
June 14 - President Trump’s Birthday
June 15 - San Clemente Car Show
(Republicans will have a booth here)
June 23 - 4:00PM-6:00PM- Salt Creek Wine Company
Scholarship Wine Tasting and Silent Auction Event - Go to
lnrwf.org for details and to buy tickets (only $39 a ticket!)
June 27- 6:00PM-8:00PM- Assemblyman Bill Brough
IN ’N’ OUT Summer Cook-Out - Contact
stacy@stacydavis.com for more info in Laguna Hills
July 4 - 7:30AM-10:30AM - LN Chamber Pancake
Breakfast (LNRWF will have a voter registration booth
here)
August 16-18 - Laguna Niguel 30th Anniversary Carnival
(LNRWF will have a voter registration booth here)
August 23 - 6:30PM - Unite South OC: SAVE OUR STATE
event with AG Bailey, SEC STATE Meuser, CONTROLLER
Roditis in Laguna Woods (passthebeacon.com/events for
more info)
August 29 - 6:30PM- John Cox event at Norman P. Murray
Center in Mission Viejo (go to passthebeacon.com/events
for more info)

DISPLAY YOUR RPUBLICAN PRIDE
SUPPORT OUR CLUB

Republican
Jewelry!

2019 WHITE HOUSE ORNAMENTS
This year’s White House Ornaments
honor President Dwight D.
Just a
Eisenhower,
who was the first
sampling of
President
in
office
to employ a
what is
helicopter in his transportation service.
available.
The price is $27.
LNRWF T-Shirts and Go
LNRWF T-Shirts and Gold Name Tags for Sale!
T-Shirts are $2
T-Shirts are $25. Gold LNRWF Name Tags are $15.
All items are available for purchase at our monthly
meetings or by contacting Lori Kenney, VP Ways and
Means at lojeffkenney@gmail.com, 949.874.4138.
We accept credit cards, personal checks and cash.

Laguna Niguel Republican Women
Federated
P.O. Box 6532
Laguna Niguel, CA 92607

www.lnrwf.org

DISCLAIMER: All information transmitted through this newsletter is for information only. Nothing is to be
considered a position or endorsement by Laguna Niguel Republican Women Federated or its membership.

